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sin; so Islam holds the taking of interest to be a
sin to-day. The analogy here again is a close one:
for the Muslim has been compelled to borrow
money at a high rate of interest from the Hindu.
It has often been pointed out that this economic
background of Northern India has led again and
again to trouble. The weaker side of the Hindu
element in the population, which has had its origin
in long centuries of military subjection, will have
somehow to recover its own moral strength and
regain those nobler aspects of the doctrine of
Ahimsa which it had tended to lay aside.
To return from this parenthesis to my main
theme, I feel convinced in my own mind, from
what I have seen, that ancient India had already
thought out in a practical manner a line of non-
violent resistance which may have an important
bearing on world peace at the present juncture, and
also may help to solve some of the most difficult
international problems which still lie before us in
the future.
The technique, as I have already suggested,
represents the equivalent of what we have known
for a long time past in the West as the well-conducted
strike. There comes a time in long negotiations
when a united refusal is made to certain conditions
offered and non-co-operation ensues. If compulsion
is then used to force men to work, it is met with
passive resistance. Mr. Gandhi, who has spent the
best part of a long life-time in working out all its
moral implications, has called its highest form